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been a rise in prices, or there are other reasons, like the
increase of produce or of cultivation, justifying an enhance-
ment.

(3) No cultivator should be asked to pay more than
one-half of the net produce of his field, net produce being
defined as the average produce of a field minus the cost of
cultivation including the fair wages of the cultivator and
his family labouring in the field, and also a fair rate of
interest on his agricultural stock, such as plough, bullocks,
etc.

In the field of local self-government also Romesh Dutt
had an opportunity to pursue his objective of associating the
people with the administration of the State. The unit ol
local self-government in Baroda was the Village Board.
Romesh Dutt built up a super-structure on the basis of
this primary unit. A number of village Boards, about
fifteen or sixteen, were grouped together and formed an
electoral college to return a member to the Taluka Board.
The representatives of the Village Boards along with re-
presentatives of Municipalities formed at least one half of
the members of the Taluka Board. The remaining mem-
bers were nominated by Government. The Taluka Boards
in their turn returned representatives to the District Board.
Municipalities in the District with population above
ten thousand also sent their representatives to the District
Board. The District Boards, like Taluka Boards, had at
least half their members elected, the remaining half or less
than half being nominated by Government.

The highest representative body in this scheme of
self-government was the State Legislative Council. Qae-
third of the members were elected by District Boards, the
Baroda Municipality and the Sardars of the State. The
remaining two-thirds were drawn from Government and
included ex-officzo members.